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KURZ VOR DEM UNTERGANG, ODER DOCH NICHT? EIN
BLICK AUF DEN STAMM BENJAMIN ALS MEHRFACH
SCHWINDENDE GEMEINSCHAFT!

JOHANNES KLEIN

Abstract. Benjamin is the youngest of twelve brothers; King Saul calls
his tribe the smallest in Israel. Geographically, the tribe is in the midst of
all Israel, on the border of north and south, often fiercely contested and
overall very influential. From these observations, the author attempts to
draw lessons for the minority to which he belongs, namely the Transylvanian
Saxons, which is also a small, perhaps soon dwindling community, but
nevertheless at least still also successful. Are the commonalities signs that
one is on the verge of extinction, or will it be possible to pull oneself together
once more? Possibilities of strategies that can make survival possible are
hinted at, for example, building bridges while taking one's own identity
into account, participating in the structures of power, adapting and
pursuing realpolitik, rejecting any kind of fanaticism, especially religious
fanaticism, if necessary striving for external assimilation in order to
preserve the most important values. Nevertheless, it is pointed out that the
topic still needs interdisciplinary research.
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Benjamin wird vom ersten Konig Israels, Saul, als der kleinste Stamm
Israels bezeichnet.? GemaR der Uberlieferung ist der Stammvater der jiingste
von zwolf Bridern.® Aus den in der Bibel erhaltenen Schriften geht hervor, dass
er dessen ungeachtet sehr erfolgreich war. Deshalb wage ich es hier — mehr in
Andeutungen —, das Geschehen in und um Benjamin auch auf eine einflussreiche
Minderheit in Ruménien zu beziehen, die friher auch ziemlich kompakt gelebt
hat.
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2 1Sam 9,21, vgl. auch 1Sam 15,17.
% Gen 35,18.23-26.



